
The Purpose
The mission of the Detroit Lakes Public 
Education Foundation is to fund and promote 
excellence in education and enhance student 
achievement through partnerships involving 
alumni, parents, educators, students, 
businesses, and the greater Detroit Lakes 
community.

Fund Raising Goals
The foundation has raised over $250,000 in 
permanent funds by soliciting funds directly 
from the community. The foundation will offer 
donors the option of pledging funds over a 
three-year period. A payroll deduction 
option has enabled staff members of the 
Detroit Lakes school system to make a direct 
donation to the foundation. 

Foundation Board of Directors
Laurie Lewandowski  • (218) 849-2402  •  lewdlmn@tekstar.com 

Denise Kettner  •  (218) 847-1118  •  dkettner@arvig.net

Beth Leighton  •  (218) 847-8775  •  Bleighton07@hotmail.com

Gary Krogsgaard  •  (218) 841-3511  •  Gary.l.krogsgaard@
wellsfargo.com

Hans Gilsdorf  •  (218) 847-7584  •  hmbgilsdorf@arvig.net

Gail Kotschevar  •  (218) 532-5445  •  gkotschevar@detlakes.
k12.mn.us

Deanna Sinclair  •  (218) 850-6547  •  deanna@multitechx.com

The Plan
Through its partnership with alumni, school 
staff and administration, parents, businesses 
and community residents, the foundation is 
building an endowment fund, which will be 
used to help meet our community’s educa-
tional needs. The foundation’s intent will be 
to fund grants based on the annual interest 
earned on the endowed funds. An applica-
tion process has been established, using an 
advisory council to review requests for grants 
to enhance educational opportunities for all 
ages within our community and to encourage 
creative and innovative educational programs.  
DLPEF is a qualified 501-C (3) tax exempt 
organization through West Central Initiative. 

About the Detroit Lakes Public Education Foundation

The History
Started in 2007 by a group of citizens in 
Detroit Lakes who were concerned about a 
shortage of public school funding, they 
established a foundation designed to support 
our local school system, its students and staff. 
The foundation has granted over $55,000 to 
Detroit Lakes Public Schools through 2015.

CF STANDARDS  --  West Central Initiative 
is Confirmed in Compliance with National 
Standards for U.S. Community Foundations.
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“Promoting excellence in 
education and enhancing 

student achievement.”

Detroit Lakes Public 
Education Foundation

PO Box 1862
Detroit Lakes, MN 56502

Visit our webpage at
www.dlpef.org 

“All of us do not have equal 
talent, but all of us should have 
an equal opportunity to develop 

our talent.”  John F. Kennedy

Through our children and 
the Detroit Lakes Public 
Education Foundation,

we can make a difference 
today in the world tomorrow.

Detroit Lakes Public Education 
Foundation is a Component Fund of

a qualified 501(c)(3) non-profit.  Gifts 
are tax deductible to the extent allowed 
by law. 	 (800) 735-2239 ּ www.wcif.org   

The Need
The grants will help to enhance educational 
areas such as technology, school-to-work, 
art, theatre, band, choir and other academics. 
In addition, grants will be considered to fund 
programs that build and promote the values of 
citizenship, character, leadership and 
community service.  The following are 
examples of  grants that have recently been 
approved by the foundation:

• Smart Car Robotics -  provides Rossman 
Elementary students with a real-life 
application in STEM principles by utilizing 
interactive robotic cars.

• Veteran Blanket Project -  purchased 
materials for students to make blankets 
honoring our local Veterans for their years of 
service. They were presented at a special 
ceremony that included the students and Vets.

• High-Interest Books  - (below) 
Elementary students select age-appropriate 
books to read from areas that interest them.  
This project helps to promote literacy within 
the elementary schools.  

• Outdoor Life-Long Activities - (left)
provided elementary students with ice fishing 
gear and middle school students with passes 
and equipment rentals at Detroit Mountain.

Other Potential Examples for use of Funds:

   •  Gifted Program

   •  Art Education
  
   •  Reading Recovery

   •  Math/Reading Tutors for Students

   •  Technology Enhancement

   •  Foreign Language

   •  Counseling Services

   •  Curriculum Enhancement

   •  Supplies/Equipment

   •  Computers/Printers

   •  After School Activities

   •  Music/Arts

   •  Student Organizations

   •  Student Wellness Programs

   •  Summer School
  
   •  Other Uses . . .


